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The Canadian criminal code contains common law and civil law for its justice system. Disputes are resolved in courts through interpreting and establishing laws. Misdemeanors in the Canadian criminal justice are those offences that are punishable through a fine or a jail term of a maximum of one year. Misdemeanors include trespassing at night found in section 177, taking another person’s motor vehicle without their consent as provided in section 335. The punishment for the misdemeanor, also known as summary conviction offences, is a six month jail term or a fine of no more than five thousand dollars. Felonies include murder and treason as provided in sections 469 and 235, respectfully, of the criminal code. These attract higher penalties as determined by a grand jury and a judge of the higher court. This is mostly determined by whether there was a criminal conduct, i.e, mens rea and actus reus, and provision of proof (Turnbull, 2016). Legal proceedings in Canada begin with an individual alleging an offence, most preferably a police officer, by preparing information on the reported crime and then presenting it to a court of law. The suspect is either summoned or arrested, and can be released on bail, on condition that they appear in court on their day of trial (Williams & Baker, 1983). Upon appearance, the judge determines whether available is admissible or not, and then sets a date for actual trial. The judge and the jury get to pass their verdict on the day of trial, either sentencing the accused, releasing them on bail or declaring them innocent. From there, the suspect can then choose to appeal in a higher court or proceed to serve their jail term (Flaherty, Girard, Phillips, & Osgoode, 2012).

In the next semester, I will major on trespassing as a misdemeanor and murder as a felony for my mid-term exam.
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